
UWS Personal Statement Guidance

What is a Personal Statement?

A personal statement in the context of applying for an undergraduate or postgraduate course is an 

essay that’s one of the most important aspects of your application because it tells the university 

who you are, why you’re applying, why you’re a good candidate, and what you want to do in the 

future.

What is the general format?

The general format is similar to any other piece of academic writing. You should:

	 •	 Use the downloadable template provided

	 •	 Ensure that each section is within the maximum word count stated

Helpful Tips

The statement of purpose reflects not only who you are as a candidate, but your writing abilities as 

well. With that in mind, it is really important to show that you are a truly competent writer. 

To do this:

	 •	 Ensure your personal statement doesn’t have any spelling or grammatical errors

	 •	 Use strong, clear, and concise writing

	 •	 Avoid cliches and repetitive language

	 •	 Stay away from overly informal language

	 •	 Keep a positive and confident tone



Not sure where to start?

A useful way to get started is by creating a mind map. A mind map is a simple visual tool that 

helps you organise your ideas and see how they connect. Start by writing down key words, 

experiences, achievements and ideas related to each of the sections you need to answer. From 

there, group similar ideas together and begin linking them to create clear points. These points can 

then be developed into complete sentences and, eventually, well-structured paragraphs.

As you write, keep referring back to the questions to make sure your answers are relevant and 

include all the information requested.

Remember, a strong personal statement or written response is developed over time. It’s unlikely 

you’ll produce the best version in one sitting. Give yourself time to review, refine and improve your 

answers over several drafts before submitting your final version.

Part 1: Why do you want to study in the UK and at UWS?

Explain why you have chosen to study in the UK instead of your home country or another 

international destination. You should also explain why you selected your chosen university, 

demonstrating that you have researched the institution and the campus where you will study. If 

you considered other universities, you may also briefly explain why you decided this institution was 

the best fit.



Part 2: Why have you chosen this programme?

Explain why this programme is the right choice for you and show that you understand what the 

programme involves, as well as how it aligns with your goals. Consider discussing the subjects or 

modules that interest you, the knowledge and skills you hope to gain, the teaching or assessment 

methods used, and any personal, academic, or professional interests that influenced your 

decision.

Any information you include needs to relate back to specific aspects of the program. The more 

completely you understand your reasons, the better you’ll be able to convince the Admissions 

Team that you’re the right choice.

Part 3: �How does this programme fit with your previous study and experience?

Describe how your previous education, work experience, or other relevant experiences have 

prepared you for this programme. Explain how your background has helped you develop the 

knowledge or skills needed to succeed.

It can be difficult for some people to think of any applicable experience they may have. If this is 

you, try talking to some friends or family that know you well. They may be able to help you think 

of some relevant experience. Using the school’s program description as a guide, talk about any 

related experience you have. The more direct the experience the better. If you don’t have direct 

experience, choose the most closely related experience as possible. Be sure to reference how your 

experience relates to the program. This will show that you have a clear understanding of what the 

program is and how you fit into it. If there is any other information you really think the university 

should know about you, include it here.



Part 3A: �Are you applying for further study at the same academic level, 

including a further Masters degree? (If applicable)

Explain why this additional qualification is necessary and how it will support your future career 

plans. Your explanation should clearly demonstrate why this qualification provides value beyond 

your previous studies.

Part 3B: �Have you had a study or employment gap of five years or more? 

(If applicable)

Explain the reason for the gap, any relevant activities or experience during this time and why you 

are now ready to return to study.

Part 4: How will this programme support your career plans?

Describe your career goals after graduation and explain how completing this programme will help 

you achieve them. Where possible, include details such as the type of role you hope to secure, 

the industry or sector you wish to work in, the country where you plan to work and any specific 

employers or organisations you are interested in.

From the admissions perspective, it’s important to showcase that you have a long-term vision 

related to the programme and that you clearly see yourself using what you’ll learn to truly grow and 

contribute to your field of study.

Part 5: How will you fund your studies and living costs?

Explain how you plan to pay for your tuition fees and living expenses while studying. You should 

include the source of your funding (such as personal savings, family support, sponsorship, or a 

loan), your understanding of the financial commitment involved and your plans for meeting tuition 

fee payment deadlines and living costs throughout your studies.


